
 

CBSE Previous Year Question Papers for 
Class 10 & 12: Your Most Reliable Exam 
Prep Tool 
Every CBSE student whether in Class 10 or Class 12 reaches a point where textbooks stop 
feeling enough, notes feel too scattered, and sample papers feel predictable. That’s when 
previous year question papers become your most practical, high-value resource. 

If you're preparing for boards, the smartest move you can make right now is to start solving 
CBSE Previous Year Question Papers Class 10 and CBSE Previous Year Question 
Papers Class 12. These papers reveal patterns, difficulty levels, question framing, and the 
exact style your final board exam follows. 

Let’s break down why these papers matter so much and how you should actually use them. 

Why Previous Year Question Papers Matter More Than You 
Think 

1. They show you REAL exam patterns 

https://www.selfstudys.com/books/cbse-prev-paper/english/class-10th
https://www.selfstudys.com/books/cbse-prev-paper/english/class-12th
https://www.selfstudys.com/books/cbse-prev-paper/english/class-12th


Nothing is more accurate than official CBSE questions. PYQs show: 

●​ How questions are framed​
 

●​ Which chapters are consistently important​
 

●​ How CBSE twists simple concepts​
 

2. They teach you time management 

Most students know the syllabus. What they don’t know is how to complete the paper 
efficiently. Solving previous year papers forces you to: 

●​ Write within time​
 

●​ Practice full-length answers​
 

●​ Learn which questions to attempt first​
 

3. They help you identify your weak areas 

When you solve three or four PYQs honestly, your weak spots become obvious. And the 
earlier you notice them, the easier they are to fix. 

4. Higher accuracy = higher confidence 

Once you start scoring well in past papers, the board exam stops feeling scary. 

CBSE Previous Year Question Papers Class 10 

Class 10 is all about building strong basics—and these papers help you understand what 
CBSE actually expects from students. 

Subjects Covered 

You can find PYQs for: 

●​ Mathematics​
 

●​ Science​
 

●​ Social Science​
 

●​ English​
 



●​ Hindi​
 

What Class 10 Students Gain 

●​ Familiarity with 3–5 mark questions​
 

●​ Exposure to situation-based questions 
●​ Practice for maps, diagrams, and long answers​

 
●​ Clarity on how to structure answers for full marks​

 

Study Tip for Class 10 

Solve at least 5 years’ papers before the exam. You’ll notice repeating concepts and 
predictable question patterns. 

CBSE Previous Year Question Papers Class 12 

Class 12 exams are heavier, trickier, and more application-based. This makes PYQs even 
more valuable. 

Subjects Covered 

Depending on your stream: 

●​ Science: Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics​
 

●​ Commerce: Accountancy, Business Studies, Economics​
 

●​ Arts: History, Political Science, Geography, Sociology, Psychology​
 

●​ All Streams: English, Hindi​
 

What Class 12 Students Gain 

●​ Practice with long theoretical answers​
 

●​ Understanding of case-based and competency-type questions​
 

●​ Exposure to numerical formats (Maths, Physics, Accounts)​
 

●​ Ability to write concise, examiner-friendly responses​
 



Study Tip for Class 12 

Analyze the marking scheme after solving each paper. This is where you learn how answers 
are actually evaluated. 

How to Use Previous Year Question Papers Effectively 

Here’s a simple, no-nonsense strategy: 

✔ 1. Start with open-book solving 

Build understanding first. Don’t jump into exam-mode immediately. 

✔ 2. Then shift to strict timed tests 

Sit for 3 hours. No breaks. No rewinding. Simulate the real exam. 

✔ 3. Evaluate with marking schemes 

This is where actual improvement happens. 

✔ 4. Make an error log 

Write down: 

●​ Questions you got wrong​
 

●​ Concepts you forgot​
 

●​ Topics you misinterpreted​
 

Fixing this list lifts your marks quickly. 

✔ 5. Repeat until your score stabilizes 

A consistent 85–90% on PYQs usually converts to high marks in boards. 

Benefits You Feel Immediately 

●​ Reduced exam fear​
 

●​ Better answer-writing speed​
 

●​ Clear idea of question types​
 



●​ Strong grip on important chapters​
 

●​ More confidence before the board exam​
 

This is why toppers don’t rely on luck—they rely on CBSE Previous Year Question Papers 
Class 10 and CBSE Previous Year Question Papers Class 12 as their primary preparation 
tool. 

Final Takeaway 

If you’re serious about scoring well, stop overcomplicating your strategy. Don’t wait for 
“perfect preparation.” Start solving previous year papers and track your progress. They are 
the closest thing you get to a rehearsal before the actual board exam. 
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