
CompTIA Network+ vs. Other Networking 
Certifications: Which One Should You 
Choose First? 
Starting a career in IT networking can feel overwhelming with so many certifications competing 
for your attention. But if you're evaluating where to begin, the network plus certification stands 
out as a practical, well-structured entry point especially for those seeking reliable, 
industry-recognized training. The right starting certification doesn’t just boost your confidence; it 
shapes your entire career path in IT infrastructure. 

In this article, we’ll compare CompTIA Network Plus Certification Training with other popular 
networking credentials, helping you decide which certification makes the most sense as your 
first step. 

 

Why Your First Networking Certification Matters 
Launching your networking journey with the right certification can: 

●​ Strengthen your foundational skills​
 

●​ Improve your job eligibility​
 

●​ Build confidence for advanced certifications​
 

●​ Shape your specialization (security, cloud, networking operations)​
 

Your first certification should offer clarity, career leverage, and hands-on knowledge not 
complexity or vendor lock-in. 

That’s exactly where CompTIA Network+ fits in. 

 

What Makes CompTIA Network+ a Strong Beginner 
Choice? 

https://www.sprintzeal.com/course/comptia-network-plus-certification-training


Before comparing it with alternatives, let’s look at what makes Network+ uniquely suited for 
newcomers. 

 1. Vendor-Neutral Knowledge 

Unlike Cisco or Juniper certifications, Network+ focuses on universal networking concepts. This 
includes: 

●​ Network design fundamentals​
 

●​ Device configuration basics​
 

●​ Troubleshooting techniques​
 

●​ Protocols, standards, and security essentials​
 

This broad scope helps beginners build a balanced foundation before stepping into 
brand-specific technologies. 

2. Ideal Difficulty Level for Entry-Level Professionals 

Network+ sits comfortably between absolute beginner and mid-level technical training. It doesn’t 
assume deep background knowledge, yet it challenges you enough to build real-world skills. 

3. Prepares You for Hands-On Networking Roles 

From routers and switches to access points and network topologies, Network+ trains you to 
work with the equipment you'll see in real IT environments. 

4. Recognized Globally Including Military Organizations 

The certification’s global recognition makes it valuable whether you're applying within corporate 
IT, government, or defense sectors. 

 

 Network+ vs. Other Popular Networking Certifications 
Let’s compare Network+ with the certifications that often compete for "first step" status. 

 

 Network+ vs. Cisco CCNA 



The Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) is one of the most respected networking 
certifications but is it the right first step? 

 How CCNA Differs 

●​ Vendor-specific (Cisco-based)​
 

●​ More technical, more challenging​
 

●​ Assumes understanding of basic networking concepts​
 

●​ Heavy focus on Cisco routing & switching architectures​
 

Which Should You Choose First? 

●​ Choose Network+ first if you’re new to networking or unsure about specialization.​
 

●​ Choose CCNA first only if you're comfortable with CLI commands, subnetting, and 
routing basics—or if you’re committed to Cisco-focused roles.​
 

Verdict: 

Network+ is more beginner-friendly, while CCNA works best as a second step once 
foundational concepts are in place. 

 

Network+ vs. CompTIA A+ 
These two certifications are often confused, but they serve different purposes. 

A+ Focus Areas 

●​ Hardware components​
 

●​ Basic troubleshooting​
 

●​ Operating systems and peripherals​
 

Which Should You Choose First? 



If you're aiming specifically for networking, then Network+ should come before A+ or 
immediately after it. A+ is broader and more hardware-focused. 

Verdict: 

A+ = hardware basics​
 Network+ = networking fundamentals 

Your choice depends on your job target. 

 

Network+ vs. CCNP or Advanced Networking 
Certifications 
Certifications like CCNP, JNCIS, and AWS Advanced Networking are not beginner-level 
credentials. 

 Why Network+ Should Come First: 

●​ Builds foundational confidence​
 

●​ Helps you understand the “why” behind advanced concepts​
 

●​ Ensures you’re not overwhelmed later​
 

Jumping directly into mid-level certifications without this base often results in frustration and skill 
gaps. 

Verdict: 

Always take Network+ or CCNA before attempting any advanced networking certification. 

Network+ vs. Security-Focused Certifications (Security+, 
CEH, etc.) 
While security roles are in high demand, many security topics rely on core networking 
knowledge. 

 Why Network+ May Be the Better Start 



●​ Security+ assumes understanding of network attacks, protocols, and topology​
 

●​ Ethical hacking requires network command mastery​
 

●​ Firewall administration relies on routing and access control​
 

Without networking basics, security certifications lose their meaning. 

Verdict: 

If your long-term goal is cybersecurity, Network+ is an excellent first stepping stone. 

 

 Which Certification Should You Choose First? 

Choose CompTIA Network+ if you: 

●​ Are new to networking​
 

●​ Want a smooth, structured learning curve​
 

●​ Prefer vendor-neutral knowledge​
 

●​ Plan to move into networking, cloud, or security​
 

●​ Want globally recognized validation​
 

Choose CCNA if you: 

●​ Already understand basic networking​
 

●​ Want to specialize in Cisco systems​
 

●​ Prefer a deeper dive into routing & switching​
 

Choose Security+ if you: 

●​ Have solid networking fundamentals​
 



●​ Are moving specifically into cybersecurity​
 

Choose A+ if you: 

●​ Want to start in hardware or IT support roles​
 

 

Conclusion: Start Where Your Future Career Needs a 
Foundation 
When choosing your first networking certification, it’s important to think long-term. CompTIA 
Network Plus Certification Training gives you a clear, practical starting point that isn’t tied to a 
single vendor and prepares you for real environments, advanced learning, and specialized 
roles. 

If you're mapping out your IT career path or comparing training options, also consider exploring 
Sprintzeal’s broader offerings and learner support through their FAQ page to understand how 
their programs align with your goals. 

 

 

 

https://www.sprintzeal.com
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