
 

Concrete Footings for Flag Pole: A Solid Foundation for 
Stability 

 
Installing a flag pole may seem like a straightforward task, but the integrity and 
longevity of the installation heavily depend on the footing. The stability of a high 
wind and upright pole is ensured by a concrete footing. The footing for a residential 
flagpole or for a large commercial one must be designed and constructed. 
 

 
 

Why Concrete Footings Matter 
The anchor that keeps a flag pole stable is concrete footings. The pole can be tilted 
or uprooted by even a small amount of wind without the right base. It serves load, 
resists lateral forces and distributes load equally to the ground. 
 
Designing a Concrete Footings for Flag Pole is not very difficult if you have a bit of 
knowledge on the Key Factors involved in concrete slabs. There are several factors 
that will determine how large and deep your flag pole concrete footing should be 
when you’re planning your flag pole foundation. 
 
 Pole Height: As the poles are becoming taller, so the footings are becoming 

deeper and wider because of the increased leverage. 
 Pole Material: Heavier materials like steel need stronger foundations than 

lighter aluminum poles. 
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 High wind areas: Footing must also be capable to resist additional lateral 
pressures during the high wind areas. 

 Location: In soft or sandy soils, a larger footing may be required compared to a 
firm compact soil. 

 

General Guide to Standard Concrete Footing Dimensions 
So, here is a basic footing size guide based on a common pole height. 
 
 Up to 20 feet: 12" diameter x 3' deep 
 20–30 feet: 16" diameter x 4' deep 
 30–40 feet: 18" diameter x 5' deep 
 Over 40 feet: Engineering consultation recommended 
 
This note: Always double check with your local building codes or a structural 
engineer as to specific requirements for this type of wood that can be used. 
 

Steps to Install a Concrete Footing for a Flag Pole 
 Dig or drill the hole according to the recommended dimensions. 
 Use a ground sleeve if needed by the pole design. Ensure it is plumb. 
 
 Mix and pour high strength concrete (min. 3,000 psi). Go through the process of 

vibrate or tamp to get rid of air pockets. 
 Cure time: Set the pole for at least 48 hours after the concrete has set (requires 

more time to complete in cold temperatures). 
 Backfill and Seal: Once the sleeve has set, backfill around it while sealing any 

exposed areas. 
 

Final Tips: 
 
If required, add more concrete or metal on the pole using rebar. 
Raise the edge of the footing slightly higher than the center, angling towards the 
outer edge. 
Vertical alignment must always be checked using a level during installation. 
While concrete footings might not be visible on the surface, their importance cannot 
be understated. With good care and maintenance of the foundation, flag will fly 
enjoyably for many years. 
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