
Understanding the Joy of a Squirrel Feeder: A Delightful 

Addition to Your Garden 
 

 

Gardening enthusiasts and wildlife lovers alike know the simple joys that come from watching animals 

interact with their natural surroundings. Among the many ways to attract wildlife to your garden, installing 

a squirrel feeder stands out as a unique and entertaining option. These feeders not only provide 

sustenance for the furry creatures but also add a touch of charm and vibrancy to your outdoor space. If 

you’re considering adding a squirrel feeder to your garden, it’s important to understand the benefits, the 

types of feeders available, and how to maintain them properly. 

The Benefits of Installing a Squirrel Feeder 

A squirrel feeder serves multiple purposes beyond just feeding squirrels. It helps to divert these agile 

animals away from bird feeders, ensuring that your feathered friends have uninterrupted access to their 

own food supply. By providing a dedicated feeder for squirrels, you can create a harmonious environment 

where both birds and squirrels thrive. 

https://kennedywildbirdfood.co.uk/feeders/henry-bell-wildlife-squirrel-feeder/


Moreover, a squirrel feeder offers endless entertainment. Watching squirrels figure out how to retrieve 

food from these feeders can be a delightful experience. Their playful antics and problem-solving abilities 

are sure to bring a smile to your face. Additionally, by placing a feeder in your garden, you’re encouraging 

the presence of squirrels, which can enhance the overall biodiversity of your local ecosystem. 

Types of Squirrel Feeders to Consider 

There are various types of squirrel feeders available, each designed to cater to the specific needs and 

behaviors of squirrels. Here are some popular options: 

1. Platform Feeders 

Platform feeders are simple, flat surfaces where you can place food for squirrels. These feeders are easy 

to maintain and can accommodate a variety of foods, from nuts to corn. Platform feeders are ideal if 

you’re looking to attract not only squirrels but also other wildlife like birds and chipmunks. 

2. Jar Feeders 

Jar feeders consist of a glass or plastic jar attached to a wooden base. The squirrel must crawl into the jar 

to access the food. This design is particularly entertaining as it requires the squirrel to engage in a bit of 

acrobatics to reach the food. It’s also a good way to keep the food dry during rainy weather. 

3. Feeding Posts 

Feeding posts are wooden poles with small platforms or nails where you can attach food, such as corn 

cobs. These posts allow squirrels to hang and nibble, providing an entertaining spectacle. Feeding posts 

are easy to install and can be placed anywhere in your garden. 

4. Squirrel Picnic Tables 

One of the most whimsical options, squirrel picnic tables are miniature wooden tables designed 

specifically for squirrels. You can place nuts or bird food on these tables, and the sight of a squirrel sitting 

at the table enjoying a meal is truly delightful. 

What to Feed Your Squirrels 

When it comes to stocking your squirrel feeder, it’s important to choose the right types of food. Squirrels 

have a diverse diet, but there are certain foods that they particularly enjoy: 

● Nuts: Squirrels love nuts of all kinds, especially acorns, walnuts, and peanuts. Make sure the 

nuts are unsalted, as salt can be harmful to wildlife. 

● Corn: Corn on the cob is a favorite among squirrels. You can attach corn cobs to feeding posts or 

place them on platform feeders. 

● Fruits and Vegetables: Apples, carrots, and leafy greens are healthy options that squirrels enjoy. 



● Bird Food: While bird food is primarily designed for birds, many types of birdseed can also be 

consumed by squirrels. Sunflower seeds, in particular, are a favorite. 

It’s important to note that not all foods are safe for squirrels. Avoid feeding them processed foods, sugary 

snacks, and bread, as these can be harmful to their health. 

Maintaining Your Squirrel Feeder 

Once you’ve set up your squirrel feeder and stocked it with food, proper maintenance is essential to  

ensure it remains a safe and attractive feeding spot. Here are some tips for keeping your feeder in top 

condition: 

1. Clean Regularly 

Squirrels can be messy eaters, and food debris can accumulate quickly around the feeder. Regular cleaning 

helps prevent the spread of disease and keeps the feeder looking neat. Use mild soap and water to clean 

the feeder, and make sure it’s completely dry before refilling it with food. 

2. Check for Wear and Tear 

Over time, wooden feeders can deteriorate due to exposure to the elements. Regularly inspect your 

feeder for signs of wear, such as cracks or loose nails, and repair or replace it as needed. 

3. Keep It Stocked 

Squirrels will quickly learn where to find food, and if your feeder is consistently empty, they may stop 

visiting. Keep the feeder stocked with fresh food, and consider varying the types of food you offer to keep 

the squirrels interested. 

4. Protect from Predators 

While squirrels are quick and agile, they can still fall prey to predators like cats and hawks. Place your 

feeder in a location that’s safe and offers some cover, such as near a tree or shrubbery, to give squirrels 

a place to hide if necessary. 

Encouraging Coexistence with Birds 

One common concern among those who install squirrel feeders is that the squirrels will scare away the 

birds. However, with careful planning, you can create a garden environment where both squirrels and 

birds coexist peacefully. Place your bird feeders and squirrel feeders at a distance from each other to 

reduce competition. Additionally, choosing the right type of bird food can help keep the birds satisfied 

without attracting too many squirrels. For example, safflower seeds are less appealing to squirrels but 

loved by many bird species. 

https://kennedywildbirdfood.co.uk/bird-food
https://kennedywildbirdfood.co.uk/bird-seed-feeders


Conclusion 

Adding a squirrel feeder to your garden is more than just a way to feed local wildlife; it’s an invitation to 

observe nature up close and enjoy the playful behavior of these lively creatures. By choosing the right 

type of feeder, stocking it with the appropriate food, and maintaining it properly, you can create a 

welcoming space for squirrels and birds alike. Incorporating a feeder into your garden not only enriches 

your outdoor space but also contributes to the well-being of the wildlife that shares it. So, as you set up 

your feeder and watch the squirrels and birds enjoy their meals, take a moment to appreciate the simple 

joys of nature, right in your own backyard. 
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