Common Tree Trimming & Pruning Mistakes

Do you have a tree on your property that you believe is in bad shape due to
improper trimming? Maybe you've "gone out on a limb and risked trimming a tree on
your property." You may have even hired a tree service company that employed
ineffective trimming and pruning techniques. This happens far too frequently.
Fortunately, the experts at Woodland Tree Johns Creek can assess the results and
damage to your tree and advise you on the best next step for your tree.

Trimming and pruning are critical aspects of tree care and maintenance. However, if
done incorrectly, they can harm overall tree health and, in some cases, create a tree
hazard. Using a professional tree care services firm with a certified arborist is always
preferable.

Common Tree Trimming Errors

Trimming Any Branch: You look at the tree and pick out the branches that appear
sparse and dead, deciding that those are the ones to cut. Trimming and pruning, on
the other hand, have a science to them. When deciding which limb or branch to trim,
you should be aware of the following:

Branch location

The exact amount to be removed

How to Trim: Angle of Cut, Branch Type
Which Tools to Use and How to Cut

By targeting the wrong branch or trimming at the wrong time, you can unintentionally
harm the tree's health. A professional tree care company can assess the tree and
determine the best course of action. Cutting the wrong limb or branch in the wrong
place can harm the tree's ability to produce food and upset its balance. An incorrect
cut can also harm the tree, making it susceptible to infection or disease.

Over-trimming: Ideally, 5-10% of total foliage-producing limbs should be cut. If you
or an inexperienced worker goes beyond that, the tree's ability to grow, heal, absorb
sunlight, and produce food will be severely harmed. It can also result in limb or
branch death, which not only looks bad but can also pose a deadly and costly risk. A
dead branch is a hazard because it has the potential to fall and damage whatever is
in its path, whether it is a vehicle, a structure, or a person.



Topping a tree: Tree topping is a damaging technique used by inexperienced tree
service companies. It's a method that indiscriminately removes branches from the
crown, leaving the tree with eye sores and stubby branches. Branch decay occurs
when branches are cut without regard to the health of the tree or nearby lateral
systems. The tree may perish as a result of the damage. Tree topping and crown
reduction are not synonymous. Instead of removing any major branches, crown
reduction entails removing major branches that are dying, dead, or diseased.

This is typically only considered when there has been severe storm damage, the
tree is sick and dying, or the branches are close to power lines.

We understand how difficult it is to find a company you can trust to cut, trim, or
remove trees from your home or business. Investigate Woodland Tree Johns
Creek's various services on its website. Please do not hesitate to contact Tree
Services Johns Creek if you have any questions or would like to schedule an
appointment.
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